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IF THE BRITISH BREAK THROUGH THE LINE
What the Russian Success in the Rast
Suggests Ma\ Happen in the West-

Attack on a Broad Pront the
Likely Method.Where the

Vlove Must (Home.

By FRANK H. SIMOND5
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Where the Britiah Mu.t Attaik.

It is clear from the pasl then that the
the »ints al

arhich s al 9 9 be hoped for.
g tha* when

the British attack they will attacl moving
asI out of Bethune and out ofArras, whieh

ia now in their keeping. They are equally
ike a I from Albert, north

uf the Somme, and probably from Ypres,
their movemenl will be north, not

a»t Roughlj i pei tii g, the objectives will
be Lille, La Ba« ee, Lei a id Bapaume,
whieh li" mmediate front, and

thei Douai, Cambrai and Le Cateau, whieh
places and areon the rail¬

road to German military
Northern France.

We have here then a front of Bomething
;;,, g hui dred milei. ai compared

v ith the two huudri d on whieh the R

aians mad.- their greai ar.d so far suceess

0f ¦ month ago. Lille at tho

north aBd Peronne al thr south of the

Germa froBl here recall tho Austrian

Btrongholda of I utak and Ctemowitx.
..i.,ut m the same relation to

Lille that D ibi o is to Lutsk. Cambrai
... man position facing Tar-

nopol in thi '¦ '!i' Au tro-German

fronl from Pripel to Rurrrai

Tha Qiieation of Railroad*.

:,. < ssei tial differ-
...,,,,, th, | ..--. rn »nd vVefltern sit-

|n thi Ea»1 the main railroads fol

loa an east a west direction. The Rus-

ng broken the Aus-

-. marched westward aloag
the railroads. B il in France the rail oads

orth and south thal is, parallel
with, nol pei i" ndii u .ir to the front Ac-

.... :, - - ful offi nsivfl by the

puflhed as ar aa that the RtlaV
I.,! beyond Lutsk toward

K would i'ut all the vital railroads in

German posflesflion wesl of th*. Oiae,

Were these railroad cut, the Germam
wo ild have no choia bul to retire from

t; thi 3 would be compelled to aban-
all their positiona between the \

Hills and the Scheldt River, and the
liberation "r I rance wo :ld be practicall]

:r. The problem would then be
whether they would form on i

new line from th'- Argenne and the M< u

-i, > ctending from Mezieres,
through Maubeuge to Ghent. The Aus-

troGerraans, faced with a similar prob-j
lem, are now bending all their efT":'

cstablishing a line east of Kovel, Vladmir
Wolynaki and far eaat of Lemberg to 'ho

Dniester and the Carpathiai
A Parallel.

Now to tak<- a specifk parallel. Comlng
west out of their trenches, the Ru
atormed Lutak, tooh it. broke through the
whole Auatrian front, opening ¦ gap pei
hapa thirty milea wide and panetrated
not mu4'h leaa than thirty-flve mile* low
ani Kovel, reaching the Stachod River.

Suppose the Britiah, attacking from Arra
and in front of Lens, ahould accompliafa
the aame thing in milea, where would they
be and what would they have I

pliahed?
Subatantiallj the aituation would be

this: Going i little north of east. the
sdvance would pasa through Douai and
-oai-h Valenciennes, Going a 'nttie south

it, it would ;>a.-> ambrai and ap-
oroach I.e Cateau. In thia advance the
nain Lille-Parii railroad would be cut at
Douai, one of the two principal Paria
Hr isseli railroada would be cut at Vaien
riennaa and thf other would he threatt mi.

at Le Cateau. If the advance could !>e

ipushcd asfar as the Russlana havet>ubhed;

their drive into Bukowina then Le Cateati
would i" reached and the Britiah would

sut the other mad to Brusaeli and the
main line of German supplj that whicn
comet from Aix-la-Chapdle, through

an Namur to Le Cateaa nnd ..¦,-

to :-'t. Quentin and l.a Fere.

Al Vfllenciennes the Britiah would he

far in the rear and to the south of Lille;
thej would e astride the ¦ailroad from
Lille tn Mobs and menaeiag the onlj
other i*nportanl Hbh leading into Lille
from the east, tha; from Tournai. lt 9

word l.ille would he aa untenable as was

Dubno, »fter the Rua ians had hroken

¦n at F.ui.-k and to the BOUth <>'"

Lutsk. To the south Peronoe would b< tin
ilarly threatened with envelopment, if il
had nol already been outflanked bj a drive
from Albert

The Conaequencea.

ln tni<= situatii." there would be no

choice for the Germans. They would have

to diaw back their lines betWten Noyon
and the s4-a; they would ha\e to evacuat
p ., gnd l ille. Bul they would have
tn do more than thi-. At Noyon their

line turnt due easl and run- tn the Meuse
before Verdun. Tho seetors of Roye, l.a

r»re and Laon are BUpplied by the rail<
wiiirh the Hritish would have CUt

They would he ifl tne position of the R
sian Carpathian armie'- after Markensen

had penetrated the lines ol tho Dunajec
army before rarnow.

Given a imashiflg succees with little

varaing, the Gerraans in the angie i>e.

Pi rnr.ne and SoiflSOBS would he in

grave daager of "4'ing anvdepad; they
bfl in a nasty corner and it WOul

require extreme <kiil t-> riraw them out

fhej would, too, have to retire through,

i'ltry and away from the linei
of railroad by which they have been aup

plied. It" the Franeh ehoee the .-amo time

to make an attack on the Champagne
froi t. thia would complicate the aituation

But 1 do not nii'ai: to carry thia specu
latton to absurd limit>. What is inte

ing ia that we have just laan ¦ iticcess

ful breaking of trench linaa on a very
wide front. We ha\e seen the penetratioi
of the Russiana for thirty and even forty
miles within the former Austro-German
front; we have seen the Austro-Genns
compelled to reestablish their line well be-

hind thair old position and there is atill
doubl a- to the degree to which thej have

succeeded.
The Coming Offen«ive.

Nou on the rVestem front we have
lound raaaoti for believing that within a

relatively brief period there ii to he an

other Allied offensive. It is poaaible that
it will be made on a narrow front, say <>r

¦ fifteen mile fn.it, between Arra-

La Baasee, on the familiar ground of the

eaHier COntestS for the Yimy ridpe ai d
Lens. But all such Allied attaeks have

failed and the Verdun operatiou doea not
mvite imitation.

Behind thia line from the Somme to the

V-er we know that the British have con-

centrated nearly ¦ million and a half of
mer, that they are just about throuj/h
with the task of firettinn: over big guns
and that they are beginning to ha'. <. if
hcient amraunition and have had no cal
to use large quaatities of shalla aince the

Looi Rghting of lasi September.
A Wailing Game.

The French are making a jjallant ard

so far suatained reaiatanee before Ver-
dun. The Allied strategy p'ainly cn\is-

Great British Drive Bxpected in July-
From La Bassee to Peronne the
Chiel Blow Will Be Struck.

Railroads of Germans.The
Chance of Success.

( o p V r i g h 1 19 1 6 fhe Tribune A <n'n

,. -,, the point
h< Germaaa ha\<' used up bs much of

e elimina
:'

either al Verdun or

here.
The liu lia *wn iar~t'

of German troopa to Kovel. They
may have come from Fraoce; they may
Iiave come from the free reserves thal
,,. ,¦ ,,,. fooi in Germaay and iBtended
or an offensive thia summer. Some of
ihe great rBBSS of German troops whieh
ware concentrated behind the liaes facing
the Britiah laat winter have certainly
heen transferred <> Verdua.

Sometime in July.

We may expeet, then. tome further de¬

lay on the part of the Hritish, ;.

nol due to unwillingness or unprepared
rte -. bul a m lay that a mam point ir

Allied strategy. The Britiah will attack
whenever their Allles ask them: thi- i-

sure. vVe may expeet that the British

will wait until th-- Germana have to

.,;,.,.., ie r w, stern liaes to meet the
...n drive. This simply follOB

the plan of the RuisiflflS, who waited un¬

til the EflStem lines |>ad neer Itrippi
nttaeks upon the ItaliaflS and foi the Ver-
dun operation.

i; it lomettme in July, unless all the
forecasts are wrong aaa] all the better in-

formed military obfleryflrs mi-taken, tho

British will make their fir.st great COH

,' trated effort to break the Westem lines.

They may or may not he helped by a

I-'reneh operation in Champapne. Per-
sonally I do not believe the French will
i.i flflkfld for any great effort. Bul what

the French are now doiag ia daily reduc-
ing the German effectives before Verdun
at a rate whieh must. be bigh, although

fost to theatatlvaa is great
\\e may expeet that when thia B

thrust corrrei it will be delivered on awide
front. that it will possibly be accompanied
by a very heavy attack north of Lille, from
[the Vpres salienl down the Lys Valley
toward Meain and Courtrai, threatening
Ghei t and the German communics
with Ostend and Zeebruggo.

The Chief Blow.

,?ut the chief blow mus* come louth of
Lille ai d from l.a Bassee to PerooBe.
Here is a front of some fifty miles. whieh,
aside from the Vimy ridge, part of which
i-- in British hands, offeri no considerable
atural obstacle. The slope is with the

l>nti-h and they will advance down hill
into 'he broad plain of Morthern France.
0 I) a *mall advance, ¦ dozen miles,

would aeriously menace Lille and cut the

Lille-Douai railroad, itwould takePeronne
and threatei St. Quentin to the south, it
would make the German position in all of
? his region from the 0 the sea ex-

ceedingly dangerous.
Yet such ar. advance, if it were to ge

no further, would mean that the \
British effort had failed to accomplish
unythii g really considerable. lt would
mean tiiat the Germans would be able to

hold on in France and Belgium until next

-printf, for the British will not be able to

deliver more than one blow this year, and

if jt ii. - come until late July or Au-
(juat the season for operationa will he rel-

al. ¦.¦!>. ahort.

What to Watch.

Those who are at all interested in the

militarj situation should little
time to the itudy of the map of the part
of the Westem front from the Oiae to the
¦aa. The leasl trained eye can easily dis-
tinguish the meaning of thi linea
that run parallel to the German front.

They can easily under-tand what it WOUld
mean if the British were able pusfa utl

ittl rhe distanee Is short;
it is not greater than the distanee covered
by the Russiana m recent weeks, b
ering this distanee a ive 4 far
greatei effad than the i: idvance
because of the sil uil tha railwaj

and for that matte he roadi a

WClL

When 'iier»' doCS COBM a report of Brit-
well to wateh the officia!

pf La Baaaee, Lens,
Bapaume and Peronne, as arell :¦- Menin
and Roulers, north of Ypres. Unleas
eral of these places yield promptly to the
British attack it will he safe to concludc
that the drive ha? heen held at the outset.

aa ell Alli4Kl dri i havi he«n
held.

The Next Step.

If several of thc.-e places fail at once

the next step will he an attack upor. Douai,
< ambrai and an effort to envelop Lilie
both from the north and from the south

y nv. that ha'.e u their
trai and Tournai. If the

i>h rea.'h Douai and (ambrai, it will
be time to rccopnize that they have .

a great advance and that the who'.e Ger
man line in France is in di

If the movement propresses and th?
British reach Yaler.ciennes. La Catca

even St. Quentin, then it will be clear that
the end 'i man ccupation in France

the real problem will
whether the G« in draw their

out without large lurrenden and
which a'e wholly similar

to those faced by the Ru
ar.

ln Belgium.
far I ha\e discussed the suuation tn

i: remains to my a word about

the Belgian possibility. An overwheiminiz
success -outh of Lille. foUowed by a

rapid advance. such h> Mackenser, made

in the ftrst liays of his great Galician cam

paign mer, would impeni the

whole German situation in Wt iti r

gium; il night easily mean a retiren
behind the Meuse from Mezierea
to Ghent; it might mean a retireme-

hind the Ml far north as Nainur
.ind the Itanding between the Sambre and

the Scheldt on lines that ha\e been pre-

pared. Lastly, there is the Snal poa
ity that it mitfht involve a retin
behind the Meuse from Liejre. through Na

mur to Mezierea.
So far the Gcrmans have succecded ia

Btopping every attack upon their \\

arithinthree'miles, They have -.him
selvea never been able to make moi \ c\

cept before Verdun,where they have madi
around six. It is open to doubt whethei
their lu.es can be broken now, after they
have had more than a \car and a half tO

fortify them. It is open to doubt whether
.:. can be made 0H a front BUf-

ttcicntly wide to open a gap. The
informed military obeervers whoU)
agree on this point. The Yerdun fail-
ure justifics the school who doubt; the

¦upportS those who
lieve. The tn be settled only on

the battlefkld.

The Cham.e of SncCOOS,

I say egain, I have not attempted ban
to hint or asaert that the German line;
can be broken. Personally I beheve the
thing ia entirely poasible; but far Itetter
informed eritics, who are much more ojual-
tied to hold an opinion, assert that the
thing is impossible. Bat I have endrav
ored to show what would happen if the
lines should be broken and the
phases that the operal : folloil a-

lt developed.
Unleas the BritiSB offensive shall turi

the Germana out of sve between
'he Meuse and the a . will be a

failure. If it doea thia, it will do all tha'
any 0 ttn with great <>ptimi-m
hope for. If. in additkm, it shoubl free ¦

gium it would be the greal
est IUCC4MS of the war and would repav
Britain for all ippointmenta
waitings. It would a!»<> leave Brita
.. little to complain of. But it

t'a:r to criticiae the Brmsh for failure to
..«., the) ara fotlowina; the linei

tegy which h.i- ee leviaed a'.i tne
Allies m ronfei
;- laid out for thara. not by Utsaniaive
out by then Frai ch and Russiaa ui. ,.i

a lar^e meiiaura.


